
 

With its cheerful tones of yellow the 
abundance of wattle flowering along 
our roads certainly proclaims that spring 
is on its way.  On p.7 you can read in 
more detail other indicators of the 
Gariwerd season of Petyan which we 
now enter until November. 

You will have observed the mesh 
fencing appearing in town as some of  
work related to the grant money 
commences.  While it may cause a little 
disruption we look forward to the 
improvements that will be made. 

As the weather warms (it will 
eventually!) visitor numbers will also 
begin to increase and the Seriously 
Shiraz Festival  and Pomonal Art Show & 
Festival held this weekend kick start the 
influx of visitors to our town.  Both 
events sound like the perfect way to 
spend this weekend. 

Enjoy reading FTG this month.  
Remember to send all articles to Lee 
Anne before the end of the month, and 
we also love photos of events that have 
taken place! 

 WRAP UP... 
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184mm for August bringing 
the progressive total 
to 696mm. This compares to 
the same period last year of 
213.5mm with a progressive total of 
720.5mm. 

As of the 29th of August Lake Bellfield is 
holding 67,590ML or 86% full compared 
to the same period last year 
of 68,840ML or 88% full. The total 
system is holding 293,800ML 
or  52.44% full compared to the same 
period last year of 339,054ML 
or 60.51% full. 

Mount William received 180.4mm of 
rain compared to 228mm to the same 
period last year.  

The highest temperature of 12.0C was 
recorded on the August 25 and the 
lowest of -2.3C was recorded on 
the August 12. The highest wind speed 
of 111 km/h was recorded on both 
August 10 & 15. 

 

From the 
History 
Room: 

 

How many 
faces do 
you 
recognise? 

 

 

 

STATS BY CHAS - August 2018 

 
PETYAN (LATE SPRING) 

Season of wildlife and 
wildflowers. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
In spring between 

August and November 
the bush bursts into life. 
The days are warmer, 
although the weather 

can still be tempestuous. 



Grampians Wildflower Show Turns 

80 in September. 

In exactly 4 weeks this iconic Halls Gap Event will be 
turning on a celebration to remember a wonderful 
80-year history and to again showcase the unique 
flora of the Grampians/Gariwerd region. The show 
will be on in the Halls Gap HUB/Hall on the 
weekend of Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th 
September.   

The very small but dedicated 
organizing team have planning 
well in place but need your help 
to make this weekend happen.  
We are calling on Halls Gap 
community members and 

friends of Halls Gap to assist us in flower picking 
όǳƴŘŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŦƭƻǿŜǊ ΨŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΩ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
us), setting up displays and meeting and greeting 
patrons throughout the weekend of the show.   

Flower picking teams will collect flowers on the 
morning of Thursday Sept 27th.  Set up of displays at 
the HUB/Hall will be on Friday Sept 28th  

The show weekend of September 29th and 30th will 
have a roster of helpers in 1-hour or 2-hour blocks 
in place.  An hour or two of your volunteer time 
would be most appreciated and is sure to be a 
rewarding time. 

You do not need to be a wildflower expert (most of 
us are not!).   

If you can help or need more information, please 
contact  

Or leave your name and contact details on the 

Volunteer Sheets at the Halls Gap Newsagent or at 

the Halls Gap Post Office. 
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Our next activity is a visit to Mt Dryden on Sunday 
23 September. Interesting geology and views. As it 
is private property registration is essential. Bill 
Gardner  0438838288  
foggsgariwerd@gmail.com 
 

A crew from Project Platypus have been busy  
chasing watsonia and bridal creeper in Halls Gap. 
Bridal Creeper around Delleys Bridge and 
Watsonia at the back of the primary school. 

Have you got either of these in your garden or 
nature strip? Now is the time to attack them.  
 

Hi everyone, we are working on a very exciting 

collaborative project for our local community. We 

are super excited that we have been selected to go 

to the next stage in óThe pick my projectô voting 

round! Tomorrow, voting opens for people to 

register and vote for their preferred project in our 

local area. We are hoping to set up an artist studio, 

workshop gallery space for our community. Our 

partner group is GrampianArts who are supporting 

us in this amazing opportunity! http://

www.grampianarts.com.au/ Please vote if you can! 

This project is new for our region and we have a 

wonderful group of dedicated Artists behind this 

innovative project!  

 

Oh and please share far and wide! ? 

 

https://pickmyproject.vic.gov.au/ 

 

ñThe Strata Art Collective Studioò 

 Landcare News 

flower picking         Val Hastings 
0419131874 

For setting up and  

rosters 

Alison Irvine 
0417301431 

FRIENDS OF GRAMPIANS GARIWERD 

 Pick my Project 

mailto:foggsgariwerd@gmail.com
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.grampianarts.com.au%2F&h=AT1r-DzeTkmrBQWWRkskYzNozpgP3G5vy1mxtFbNMZdkjvFt0FgpLtuoRYOcD7O-VUX8GYKLzKEAOgsDno9h1OB1tfyc3dk2tgj-q5dEuzfdk86EeQS3j3cx603S
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.grampianarts.com.au%2F&h=AT1r-DzeTkmrBQWWRkskYzNozpgP3G5vy1mxtFbNMZdkjvFt0FgpLtuoRYOcD7O-VUX8GYKLzKEAOgsDno9h1OB1tfyc3dk2tgj-q5dEuzfdk86EeQS3j3cx603S
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fpickmyproject.vic.gov.au%2F&h=AT0qNcI4x3lqjlznJ0Aty6p_s9h8TKUpdXJVl52oKS_BpokqQx8acWadTLasKNqlHv11_cAjtbZAzPli8vmkDaPLVI-7-XBSYhY1vgnxntzqlWdJvzHIonzeqnux
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PICK MY PROJECT 

Pick My Project is a Victorian-first community grants initiative, with at least $1 million in funding 

available in each metro and regional area. It is an initiative of the Victorian state government out of the 

2018/2019 budget. We are in the Wimmera Southern Mallee Regional Partnership. 
There are three HG projects up to vote for, as well as several in Stawell, and further afield in our district, 

two from the HG Primary School and one from ά¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŀ !Ǌǘ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ {ǘǳŘƛƻ 

bƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΗ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǾƻǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
make them a reality, and of course we hope you vote for our HG ones. Voting is open until 5pm, 
Monday 17 September: You have to vote online, but if you don't feel confident you can do it at the 
library in Stawell. 



So much to report, so do keep reading. 

First, great progress has been made on our fountain 

project, and we are hopeful that the next edition of 

Fill the Gap will have photos of the completed and 

working fountain. 

 

A little bit of history:  back when the garden was first 

started Jack D'Alton made a pretty little pond with a 

very simple fountain on top of a large boulder. When 

the water was turned on, it then dribbled down the 

boulder into a small bed of ferns. He placed a plaque 

commemorating his family who had been caretakers 

of Stawell's water supply pipeline and fluming at 

Borough Huts. In those days (1990s) there were few 

water restrictions.  

So when the millennium drought arrived and severe 

water restrictions came in, we had to only turn the 

water on for short periods to fill the pond as a bird 

bath.  

For many years now we have been dreaming of 

restoring it, and at last it is well on its way. Wayne 

Dickinson worked with the committee to come up 

with a design. The top pond has a simple founatin 

where the water will run over a rock and through a 

slightly deeper pond into a series of pipes and 

f lumes  like the original method of bringing the 

water from the Grampians out to Stawell. The water 

will land in a pool at the base of the boulder and be 

returned to the top using a solar pump. We will also 

have a water tank on a stand to safeguard against 

accidental wastage of water. Wayne has done all the 

metal and rock work, David Witham the excavation 

and tank work and we are most grateful to the two 

of them. Funding has been from a generous gift from 

one of our members in memory of his late wife, a 

little via Grampians Wimmer Water, and our own 

funds, mainly raised through the wildflower show. 
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BOTANIC GARDENS  

But that's not all. We are busy planning to equip 

our shade shelter with furniture. More 

information to come when we hear how our grant 

application to the Bulgana Windfarm Community 

Grants Scheme goes, but a huge thank you to 

those of you who wrote us such great letters of 

support. We should know whether we are 

successful by next month. 

 

In the meantime our small team of volunteers are 

now busy tackling the weeds that are loving this 

weather. Our next regular working bee will be on 

September 12th and we would love to have some 

extra hands there, or any time that suits you. No 

expertise needed. 
 

Halls Gap Botanic Gardens & Wildflower 
Display 

The Halls Gap Botanic Garden is blooming into 
{ǇǊƛƴƎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƘƻǿ-case season, and is soon to be a 
focus for guided walks as part of the upcoming 
Grampians Wildflower Show.  The gardens team 
are planning some extra working-bees to ensure 
that the Botanic Gardens area is in tip-top 
condition for the last weekend in September.  
Extra hands will certainly make this task easier for 
all.  No gardening experience or expertise 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΧΦ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀƛǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 
volunteers and guide you in the work required.  
Maybe you could gather a group of your friends to 
come down on one of these days to lend a hand 
and meet the regulars. Bring a picnic morning tea, 
enjoy the fresh air and some light exercise; 
children most welcome. 

Working bees will be in the second and third 
weeks of September, usually on a Wednesday or 
Thursday morning.  Watch out on the Halls Gap 
community Face Book page for exact dates and 
times. 

More info - catch up with Alison - 0417301431 or 
Margo - 0429201139 
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WEED OF THE MONTH  
WATSONIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMON AND SCIENTIFIC NAMES 

Wild watsonia, bulbil watsonia 

Watsonia meriana (L.) Miller var. bulbillifera (J.W. 
Matthews & L. Bolus) D.A. Cooke Family Iridaceae 
(Iris family) 

An erect perennial herb forming large clumps; similar 
to gladiolus, with strap-like leaves, slender reddish 
flowering stems 0.5 to 2 m high, pink, orange or red 
flowers, underground corms and clusters of small 
corms (known as bulbils or cormils) on the stems. 
Leaves and flowering heads are produced annually. 

Corms and cormils start to grow in late 
autumn and foliage is produced during the 
winter. Flowering stems are produced in spring 
and flowering occurs mainly in November and 
December. Plants that develop from cormils do 
not flower in the first year but produce their 
first corm, and flower in their second or third 
years.  

Plants become dormant in late summer and 
autumn when the foliage and stems die off. 
The plant reproduces by replacement and 
multiplication of the underground corms and 
by cormils. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Corms - up to 8 cm in diameter, shaped like a 
depressed globe; enclosed in a thick, dark brown, 
coarsely fibrousouter tunic; usually having a double or 
single disc-like appendage at the base (the remains of 
previous seasons' corms). Usually a single new corm 
(sometimes 2 or 3) forms above the old corm each 
year. Corms occur within several centimetres of the 
soil surface. 

Cormils - up to 2.5 cm long (usually less than 1 
cm), oval with a curved beak at the upper end, 
shining red-brown to dark brown, in clusters of 
12 to 16 in the leaf axils of the flowering 
stems. 

 
THE PROBLEM 
Wild watsonia has naturalised widely 

in Victoria as a garden escapee. It is 

mainly an environmental weed of 

moist sites, but can flourish in well-

drained areas, and is a particular 

problem in small areas of remnant 

vegetation. Here in Halls Gap it is 

flourishing in quite a few nature strips along 

Grampians Rd, just outside the school and various 

other places. It is a very successful weed, forming 

dense stands which exclude other vegetation. Corms 

and cormils can remain dormant in the soil for a 

considerable period. It has been reported that only 

about 30% of the corms produce above-ground parts 

each year 

MANAGEMENT 
Application of a registered herbicide like 
Round Up (still safe if used sensibly, according 
ǘƻ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜ 
creeks etc) 
 
Physical removal. Not 
that hard to dig up at 
this time of the year, but 
you will most probably 
miss quite a few of the 
corms. 

LANDCARE 




